Introduction

@ @ @
Despite decades of climate science and technological
I I I advances, global climate action remains insufficient
due to critical gaps in societal engagement. Currently,

climate action focuses on mitigation and adaptation
strategies, oftentimes overlooking the social,

@ @ @
psychological, and cultural barriers that prevent
meaningful action. The climate crisis demands more

than mitigation and adaptation; it requires addressing
the human dimensions that shape public response.
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Throughout the MACAL program, | had the opportunity
r I I to delve deeply into the complex challenges that
obstruct effective climate action. Approaching these
Issues through a transdisciplinary lens emphasized the

critical role of climate communication alongside
mitigation and adaptation.

tC Proposed Framework The Three Spheres of Climate Action

Addressing the challenges posed by climate change requires a dedicated
approach to climate communication. This framework redefines climate
action into three equal core components: 1) Mitigation to reduce
emissions, 2) Adaptation to build resilience, and 3) Communication to
engage and mobilize society (Figure 2).

Uniquely positioned to connect scientific knowledge with practical action,
climate communication has the power to address the social dimensions
that shape how people perceive and engage with climate issues. Redefining
climate action to include climate communication can legitimize its role
within climate action and help redirect climate funding toward social
sciences, addressing the climate challenges that go beyond technical
solutions. By enabling faster public buy-in and supporting large-scale
behaviour change, this approach can bridge the science-practice gap and
enhance the overall impact of mitigation and adaptation efforts.
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Rooted in transdisciplinarity, deep ecology, and polycentric governance principles, the proposed LI =T

Figure 2. Proposed climate action framework consisting of three core spheres: mitigation, adaptation, communication.

triad approach aims to build on ecological values, foster innovative strategies, and mobilize
coordinated efforts across diverse governance levels.

Transdisciplinarity embraces multiple ways of knowing to create
Inclusive strategies that respect diverse values, epistemologies, and
cultural contexts.

Deep ecology fosters ecological values that emphasize the inherent
worth of nature, strengthening long-term climate commitments’

Polycentric governance cultivates innovation, trust, and .
adaptability by encouraging collaboration across governance
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