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Showcase Content Curation Guidelines 
Royal Roads University Library 

 
 

About Showcase 
 

The RRU Library Showcase is a venue for knowledge mobilization to promote RRU’s innovative, 
applied, and real-world research. Showcase supports RRU’s strategic research themes by 
providing opportunities to increase awareness of research and educational activities at the 
university, and by promoting research dissemination within and beyond the RRU community. 
Showcase serves to inspire students, staff, faculty, and the community, and strengthen their 
relationships with RRU. 
 
Showcase is a physical space in the library that includes two walls of the library building for 
hanging displays, counterposing a glass wall and the stack ends. It also has four standing, foldable 
wall panels that can be deployed to create additional space to mount materials. Three iPads and a 
separate media room with a touchscreen TV are available to display digital research items, such 
as videos and data visualizations.  
 
While the library building is closed due to ongoing pandemic, digital exhibits are curated and 
hosted on the Showcase site. Digital exhibits provide an opportunity for greater audience 
participation and engagement by allowing audiences to shape their own visitor experience 
through navigating the exhibit at their own pace and under their own direction.  
 
Exhibit Curation 
 
Given the ongoing challenges of sharing research outcomes to inform other researchers, the 
wider public, and decision-making stakeholders to increase the impact of the research on 
professional practice, it is essential for research to be openly available and communicated in a 
way that is accessible, engaging, and comprehensible. Curation is the selection and 
arrangement of content (e.g. photos, objects, text) in a physical exhibit and/or on a website. 
 
The Librarian, Scholarly Communication, will collaborate with you to curate an exhibit that 
communicates your research outcomes and facilitates knowledge mobilization. Consider the 
following questions to help guide the planning of your exhibit: 
 
Purpose: Exhibits in Showcase should have a clear research focus. What is the purpose of your 
exhibit; do you want to showcase a particular research project or your entire research program, 
and/or research in progress? What is the scope and extent of your       exhibit? 
 

Audiences: Who are the audiences you want to engage (e.g. other faculty, researchers, 
colleagues, industry partners, staff,   students, external stakeholders, the public)? Try making a 
list of them and where/how they access and engage with new research. How will you engage 
your audiences in your exhibit? For example, will you share your exhibit link in your research 
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profiles or social media pages? Will you invite certain audiences to visit the exhibit? Will you 
have an open house event? Will you create interactive and/or feedback components to invite 
visitors to respond to your research? 
 
Digital formats: Articles and reports are an important part of sharing research, however, there 
are many other formats that are interactive, engaging and user-friendly for non-academic 
audiences and the public. Curating a digital exhibit in addition to the physical exhibit experience 
allows you to extend the reach of your research.   
 
What platforms (open or fee-based) are best for hosting and presenting exhibits and its 
reformatted content? How will you reformat your research to engage           diverse audiences and 
facilitate knowledge mobilization? Could you present your research  using photos, in a video/film, 
as an infographic or a data visualization, through art or music, or in a blog or on a social media 
platform? Visit the “Reformatting Your Research Outcomes” section of the Academic Best 
Practices Curation guide (Clifton-Ross, Dale, & Hodson, 2019) for more information. 
 
Copyright: Do you have all the necessary copyright permissions and ethics approvals in place to 
share certain aspects of your research in an exhibit format? The Librarian, Scholarly 
Communication will work with you to select content that is permitted to be reused and 
adapted or find additional content that is copyright-free. 
 
Getting Started - Preliminary Steps 
 

1. Choose a topic or theme based on your research projects or program on which to center 
your exhibit. Consider timing your exhibit dates with a residency in your School for which 
you are teaching a course, so that you can invite visitors to the exhibit while on campus or 
share the link to the exhibit with students in an online residency. 

2. Review the Showcase guidelines. 
3. Contact Devina Dandar (Librarian, Scholarly Communication) to indicate your interest in 

sharing your research through Showcase. 
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